[Expression of platelet-derived growth factor-b and transforming growth factor-beta 1 in the alveolar macrophages of allergic rats].
To investigate the role of alveolar macrophages in airway remodeling in asthma. Sixteen Wistar rats were divided into two groups: control group and asthmatic group. The expressions of platelet-derived growth factor-b (PDGF-b) and transforming growth factor-beta. (TGF-beta 1) in the alveolar macrophages of allergic rats were detected by immunohistochemistry and in situ hybridization. The expression of TGF-beta 1 in alveolar macrophages in allergic group was increased in both protein level (P < 0.05) and TGF-beta 1 mRNA(P < 0.01); but the expression of PDGF-b had no difference between the two groups. The alveolar macrophages may involve in the airway remodeling of asthma.